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Yideo Journalist

How did yom and mp in China and werking as a vidso jonrnalist
far The Now York Times?

1 grew up in Hew Tork City and started coming to Beijing when Iwas in
high school and then when I was meollege to study Chiness, T dacidead
tomnove here after graduate school in film st B0, and started free-
lancimg for the Discovery Channel. Hot long sfter¢hat I met a producer
at the Times, which hasmade a major shift towards new media. I're
been working as a wideo journalist since then.

Ara youthe first vides journalist for The Now York Times in
Baijing? Tall mo absut pour work procass.

Thelieve I'm the first video journalist aver to be based in China for the
Tima=, Mewspapers would lowe a journalist whe could do all facets of a
story— raport, shoot stills, and produce wides — but it’s too much for
oL PATEOI.

The past year has bean really busy. The Times produced “Choking
on Growth,” & series of articles and multimedia focusing on China's
epic polluticn problam. [ shot, edited, and produced the videos in that
series. It was a oollaborative effort betwesn writers and new media
folk, and collactively we wers swarded the Grantham Environmental
Awrard.

In terms of process, usually T travel with prine comrespondents to
produce rideo for stories they are writing. Other times, I trorel oo my
owm.
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What ars soms of tha challanges of working for The New Fork
Tirm ez in China?

Soaoetones you're sent into villages or town s whers locals won't talk or
have been told not to talk to reporters. This was the cass for a gorywe
produced on Wa Lihong — an emvironmentalist fighting against polls-
tiom caused by factorizs arcund Lake Tai. Polluting factories employ
locals, some of whom didn't want reporters thers,

What bavae bean yonr favorite steriss to raport on®

Ilike stories about oung Chinese 1did a story on pole dancing aere-
bics and one on cpber nationalism - both of which were fun becaus=1
got to hung with poung wrban kids I weouldn't haee met ctherwrise.

Your backgronnd iz in filns. What linds of files doven liks and
havs any infilnanced the work yon do here?

1 r=albr lare both Brench Hew Ware and Italian Hearsalist Cinerma. I
think Godard was onto something when he said that "6lm istruth,
24 frames per second.” Some Hollywood films have gotten too clever.
Postmodemizm in filns can sometimes be a drag because it might
depend on recycled pop icons and ideas that have pagsed through
several generations of fils already. Ilike theidea of asking whether
we can see the truth in someone. T guess what I'm saying is that a film
capturing real life is preferable to a film that refers to 200 other films
but doesn’t hawre an cunce of Iife in it That's what Ilike about the work
Ido -1 =t to go out and see the truth of China today. @
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